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Levonorgestrel

National Cancer Institute

Source
National Cancer Institute. Levonorgestrel. NCI T hesaurus. Code C47585.

T he levorotatory form of norgestrel and synthetic progestogen with progestational and

androgenic activity. Levonorgestrel binds to the progesterone receptor in the nucleus of

target cells, thereby stimulating the resulting hormone-receptor complex, initiating

transcription, and increasing the synthesis of certain proteins. T his results in a

suppression of luteinizing hormone (LH) activity and an inhibition of ovulation, as well as

an alteration in the cervical mucus and endometrium.
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