Q Qeios, CC-BY 4.0 - Review, March 31, 2024

Review of: "Economic Empowerment: Unveiling Asian Bank
Performance Trends"

Eugenio Guzman'

1 Instituto Tecnolégico de Celaya

Potential competing interests: No potential competing interests to declare.

Martens, W. (2024). Economic Empowerment: Unveiling Asian Bank Performance Trends. Qeios.

https://doi.org/10.32388/CPNF76

Introduction

In the following work, | will carry out a review of the previously mentioned article. This will briefly encompass its general
areas of opportunity, as well as some specific points that | consider to be relevant. By changing them, the article will

improve in the way it delivers its message to the readers.
Review
Orthographic or grammatical improvements:

1. "This research undertakes a comprehensive and pioneering investigation into the determinants of commercial bank
performance across diverse Asian economies, analyzing data from 71 banks over the period 2010 to 2022." -
"analyzing" could be changed to "by analyzing" for clearer expression.

2. "Utilizing an array of financial metrics -such as Return on Assets, Return on Equity, Profit Margin, and Net Interest
Margin—this study augments traditional indicators with additional covariates like technical, resource, and profit
efficiency as captured by the Malmquist Productivity Index." - "captured" can be revised to "captured by" for better
clarity.

3. "These design attributes not only address critical gaps in the extant literature but also significantly enhance the study’s
generalizability, offering a nuanced, comparative lens through which to understand bank performance across varied
economic landscapes." - "address" should be changed to "addressing" for smoother flow.

4. "This research endeavor seeks to enrich the existing body of scholarship through an extensive, multi-country analysis
focused on identifying the principal factors influencing bank performance." - "endeavor" could be adjusted to
"endeavoring" for parallel structure with the preceding verb "seeks".

5. "Panel A presented a dataset with 1,470 observations from 105 banks." - "presented" can be changed to "presents" for
present tense agreement.

6. "Table 4 provides descriptive statistics for a range of variables related to bank performance, including measures of
profitability, efficiency, and other operational indicators." - "provides" should be changed to "provide" for subject-verb

agreement.
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7. "Table 5 provides an analytical overview of the relationships between various financial and operational variables and
serves as a tool for understanding the relationships between various financial and operational variables." - The
repetition of "relationships between various financial and operational variables" is redundant.

8. "NIM" - This abbreviation should be defined upon its first use to ensure clarity for readers who may not be familiar with
the term.

9. "In conclusion, the findings from our lagged approach underscore the dynamic nature of determinants influencing bank
performance." - The phrase "In conclusion” suggests the end of the article, but it seems there are still sections

remaining. It might be better placed closer to the actual conclusion.

These are just suggestions to enhance clarity, flow and consistency. Overall, the article is well-structured and informative

Redaction improvements:

1. "These design attributes not only address critical gaps in the extant literature but also significantly enhance the study’s
generalizability, offering a nuanced, comparative lens through which to understand bank performance across varied
economic landscapes." - The phrase "These design attributes not only address critical gaps in the extant literature but
also significantly enhance the study’s generalizability” should be revised for smoother flow and clarity.

2. "Firstly, in contrast to prior research predominantly focused on Western economies, our study offers a nuanced,
comparative analysis centered on a diverse range of Asian markets, including global financial hubs like Hong Kong
and the UAE, high-growth ASEAN markets such as Malaysia and Vietnam, and South Korea’s advanced yet still
emerging economy." - "Firstly" should be replaced with a more formal transition word.

3. "Secondly, the multi-country framework enables a more comprehensive examination of how profitability determinants
vary across different banking systems, thus filling a lacuna in the existing literature that often concentrates on more
homogeneous settings." "Secondly" can be replaced with a more formal transition word or phrase.

4. "Lastly, our research employs sGMM as the econometric framework, providing a more rigorous analytical approach
compared to the commonly used OLS models for analyzing dynamic panel data." - Similar to the previous points,
"Lastly" could be replaced.

5. "The data spans from 2010 to 2022 and includes domestic and foreign banking institutions." - This sentence is clear,
but it’s possible for it to be combined with the previous sentence for smoother flow.

6. "To assess which variables drive bank performance, we employ a two-step system GMM approach for its superior
statistical consistency and ability to address endogeneity.” - The phrase "for its superior statistical consistency and
ability to address endogeneity" can be placed at the beginning of the sentence for emphasis.

7. "To construct a comprehensive framework for assessing bank performance drivers, we amalgamate various metrics
spanning intellectual capital, income diversity, and efficiency measures." - The term "amalgamate" could be replaced
with a clearer word.

8. "Table 6 presents the results of an SGMM regression analysis focused on understanding the drivers of bank
performance." - Consider specifying what SGMM stands for upon its first mention to provide clarity for readers

unfamiliar with the term.
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9. "In light of the empirical results, several hypotheses warrant discussion.” - This sentence should be more specific
about which hypotheses are being referenced.
10. "This study, analyzing bank performance through the RBV and Efficiency Theory, reveals a complex, non-linear
relationship between a firm’s internal resources and financial performance, challenging the consistent applicability of

RBYV in the banking sector." - This sentence is quite long and could be broken down for clarity.
Conclusion

Overall, it is certainly a good article. The topic is interesting, denotes a comfortable previous investigation, and its

vocabulary matches the intended audience.
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